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Visit goldcoastregion.org for the most up-to-date calendar
October
1	 GCR BOD Zoom meeting (enroll on goldcoastregion.org) 
10	 Oktoberfest at the Biergarten in Boca Raton 
15	 GCR Elections open 
24	 Stone Crab drive & dine
November
5	 GCR BOD Zoom meeting (enroll on goldcoastregion.org) 
15	 GCR elections close 
21	 Holiday Party	
December
3	 GCR BOD Zoom meeting (enroll on goldcoastregion.org) 

Start making plans:
48 Hours at Sebring Club Race 
February 4-7, 2027 
Volunteer registration is now open: 
www.48hoursatsebring.com

2026 CALENDAR

Stay tuned to the eNews emails for event updates or check the 
GCR calendar on our website. If you have any ideas for a social 
event or would like to volunteer, please email us at: 
socials@goldcoastregion.org
Follow us on our social media:
Facebook.com/GoldCoastPCA 
Facebook.com/groups/gcrgroup 
Instagram.com/goldcoastpca

SUBMISSIONS

Die Porsche Kassette welcomes member submissions for articles and 
stories about your Porsche experiences. Generally, such submissions need 
to be made by the first of the month for consideration to be published in the 
following month’s issue. However, no guarantee is made for timing of any 
article submitted. Please send materials via email to the newsletter editor: 
cspanglerdesign@gmail.com. Text should be presented in a Word document 
(.doc), “Roboto” font at 10-point size. Use “Kassette Material” in the subject 
line of the email transmission. Both text and supporting photographs should 
be attached to the email. Photos should be high-resolution files and not be 
embedded in the document.

Additionally, Die Porsche Kassette will accept photographic submissions for the 
Photo of the Month consideration. These should be sent to:  
gcr.photofinish@gmail.com.

Questions? Contact Christy Spangler at cspanglerdesign@gmail.com.

Kassette Transition Team 
Anthony Jacquette 
Christy Spangler

Kassette Contact 
Christy Spangler 
954-821-6804 
cspanglerdesign@gmail.com

Zone 12

Gold Coast 
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Ian Gerada 
954-914-2989 
president@
goldcoastregion.org
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Bobby Varela 
954-746-0488 
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Max Wiseltier 
305-204-2989 
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561-351-4916 
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Directors

Peter Olliviere 
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954-816-6005 
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Cynthia Fluhart 
305-299-6193 
cfluhart@
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954-562-5919 
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954-439-4610 
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goldcoastregion.org
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954-804-3871 
vholden@
goldcoastregion.org

Chairs
48 Hours Co-Chair................................................Paul Raben 
Historian..............................................................Steve Kidd 
Charity Chair........................................................Virginia Holden 
Concours Chair.....................................................Paul Laya 
DE Chair...............................................................Brian Jacobs 
Membership Chair................................................Paul Raben 
Social Chair Broward............................................Vanessa Varela 
Social Chair Miami...............................................Cynthia Klein 
Webmaster / Social Media....................................Ian Gerada

www.GoldCoastRegion.org
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FIRST TURN
Why I Went Backwards to Go Forward
Ian Gerada, President

A few weeks ago, I did something that 
probably makes absolutely no sense 
to a normal person.

Fortunately, most Porsche people are 
not normal people.

I bought a 12-year-old car with a 
manual transmission, no navigation, 
no Porsche Sport Exhaust and 
considerably less horsepower than my 
911 already sitting in my garage.

And I couldn’t be happier with it.

The newest addition to the family is a 
2014 Cayman S, a 981-generation car 
with a naturally aspirated 3.4-liter flat-six 
and, most importantly to me, a six-speed 
manual gearbox. Emily, my 997.2 Turbo 
S, now officially has a little sister.

There was one requirement I was not 
willing to compromise on: it had to be 
a stick shift.

Yes, I know PDK is faster. I know it 
shifts better than I ever will. I know the 
computer wins the race.

I don’t care.

This wasn’t about buying the fastest 
Cayman I could find. If outright speed 
were the goal, I already have a Turbo 
S capable of rearranging your internal 
organs when you put your foot down.

The Cayman was about something 
different.

It was about driving.

Modern cars are extraordinary. Every 
generation becomes faster, safer and 
more sophisticated. But sometimes I 
think we confuse more capability with 
more enjoyment.

The Cayman reminded me that they 
are not necessarily the same thing.

There is something wonderfully 
deliberate about pressing the clutch, 
selecting first gear and knowing you 
are required to participate in what 
happens next. You choose the gear. 
You decide when to shift. Sometimes 
you get it absolutely right. Sometimes 
you don’t.

That is part of the fun.

Then there is the engine.

The Cayman S has 325 horsepower, 
which sounds almost modest today.

Here is the shocking discovery: 325 
horsepower is plenty.

In a relatively light, mid-engine sports 
car, it is more than enough. You can 
work the engine, hear that naturally 
aspirated flat-six climb through the 
rev range and use several gears 
without immediately finding yourself 
at speeds requiring an uncomfortable 
conversation with law enforcement.

The car also isn’t particularly loaded. 
It has Sport Chrono and PASM, but 
no factory navigation and no Sport 
Exhaust.

Strangely, I don’t feel deprived.

Buttons do things. Gauges look like 
gauges. The engine starts with a 
key. The gear lever is connected 
to something mechanical. There 
isn’t a giant screen dominating the 
dashboard.

It feels modern enough to use every 
day but old enough that the driving 
experience is still the main event.

And the mid-engine Cayman has a 
completely different personality from 
the 911. It feels balanced, eager to 
change direction and wonderfully 
connected.

So yes, in 2026 I went backwards.

Less horsepower. Less technology. 
More effort.

And somehow, every time I take it out, 
it feels like progress.

Sometimes moving forward means 
remembering what made driving fun in 
the first place.

Drive safely.

Ian
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KEY STROKES
In the Interim
Christy Spangler, Layout Artist

Please pardon our dust.

For the past several years, I have 
had the pleasure of working with 
an amazing team: the Die Porsche 
Kassette committee. The team includes 
Roger Fabel, editor; Mark Johnson, 
writer; Lisa Kohen, copy editor; and 
Anthony Jacquette, graphic artist, 
among others who have lent a hand 
and contributed content over time. I am 
grateful for all of our volunteers.

Our committee is looking for new 
volunteers - if you like to write, design, 
copy edit or proofread, please reach 
out to us and let’s keep the tradition of 
this great team going.

As the newsletter committee 
transitions, Anthony and I have some 

big shoes to fill as we continue 
working together to prepare this 
November issue for your enjoyment.

Along with the updates from our 
region leadership, this issue includes 
a recap of the End of the Summer 
Getaway social that took place over 
Labor Day weekend.

The Members Feature is an incredible 
European summer road trip story from 
three of our members who went on an 
International Ladies Tour with ladies 
from the French Porsche Club. This 
story is a testament to the doors that 
open when you are a PCA member.

In Finding Gold, we meet a longtime 
member and PCA volunteer, Fred 
Kohly.

Pedro Bonilla continues the 959 story 
in the Tech Corner.

The 48 Hours at Sebring Club Race 
takes place February 4-7, 2027. I 
encourage you to come and spend 
a day or the weekend. You can get 
involved and volunteer to help out in 
different positions around the track. 
Visit www.48hoursatsebring.com for the 
details. See the ads on pages 26 and 31.

As we enter into the holiday season, 
this issue ends with a beautiful fall 
photo from a member who went on a 
driving tour in Vermont.

I hope you all have a safe and 
wonderful holiday season.

Christy

Anthony Jacquette 
and Christy Spangler

Die Porsche

Kassette
Volunteers needed:
• Writers
• Proofreaders
• Copy Editors
• Designers
• Photographers
If you are interested, contact:

Ian Gerada, 
president@goldcoastregion.org 
Wendy Limroth, 
editor@goldcoastregion.org 
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IN THE PADDOCK
Update on the Membership Numbers
Paul Raben, Membership Chair

Matthew Altimar 
Assen Andonov 
Sergio Balsinde 
Hervde Barbera 
Craig Bloom 
Guillermo Bonet 
Caley Castelein 
Raul Cepero 
Juan Concha 
Manny Coroalles 
Manny Enriquez 
Erik Ginsberg 
Jorge Jaile 
Jonathan Jonasz 
Lev Kandinov   
Andrew Kilimemt  

 2020 Macan S
 2017 718 Cayman S
 2013 911 Carrera Cabriolet 
 2025 911 Carrera S
 1979 911 SC
 2000 911 Carrera
 1973 911S
 2023 911 Turbo S
 2022 911 GT3
 2024 911 Carrera T
 2026 911 Turbo S Cabriolet 
 2019 911 Targa 4 GTS 
 2000 Boxster
 2024 911 Carrera
 2024 911 Carrera S Cabriolet 
 2026 911 GT3

WELCOME NEW PCA MEMBERS

Oliver Aycock  2022 718 Cayman   FROM Northeast
Jakob Wimberly 2021 911 Turbo S  FROM Space Coast
Igor Zeljic 2004 911 Turbo Cabriolet  FROM North Florida

WELCOME PCA TRANSFERS

Primary  2,403        Co-Members  1,137           Total  3,540 Juniors   314  

Tyson Kutner      2019 911 Turbo S
Michael Lester    2018 Macan
Longji Liu    2022 Macan
Fernando Maldonado    2022 718 Boxster GTS 4.0
Benjamin Marcos    2003 Boxster S
Nelson Martinez    2004 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet
Rodrigo  Navarro    2005 911 Turbo S Cabriolet
Leigh Needelman    2021 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet
John Pawlik      2019 911 Turbo S Cabriolet
Eduardo Pelaez Romer   2026 911 GT3 Touring
William Penland    2025 911 Targa 4 GTS
Stephanie Perry    2020 718 Cayman GT4
Leonid Ponarski    1996 911 Carrera
Anna Ponarski     2025 911 Carrera
Ricardo Ramirez    2025 Panamera 4
Oscar Ronda      1999 911 Carrera
John Viglione      2015 911 Turbo S
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SOCIAL SCENE
Welcome to the Holidays!
Vanessa Varela, Broward Social Chair

November is here, and you know what that means — cooler 
weather, great company, and plenty of reasons to get out and 
enjoy our Porsches! As we head into the holiday season, the 
Gold Coast Region has some exciting things happening, and 
we hope you’ll join us for the fun.

 All Aboard for Our Holiday Party!

Our biggest celebration of the season is almost here! On 
November 21, we’re trading four wheels for a little time 
on the water as we celebrate aboard a yacht. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to dress up, enjoy a great evening 
with friends, and make some wonderful memories with 
our Porsche family.

If you haven’t signed up yet, now is the time! Don’t miss 
out on what promises to be a fantastic night. Be sure 
to check the club calendar for details and registration 
information.

More Than Just Porsches

One of the best things about our Gold Coast Region is 
that the fun doesn’t stop when we park our cars. It’s 
the friendships we build, the stories we share, and the 
members who make every gathering special. Whether 
you’re a longtime member or new to the club, there’s 
always room for one more at the table.

Have an idea for a social event? Know a great restaurant, 
a fun destination, or a unique experience our members 
would enjoy? We’d love to hear from you! Our region is 
always looking for fresh ideas and volunteers to help 
bring them to life. You don’t have to be on the Board to 
make a difference — sometimes the best events start 
with a simple suggestion.

Let’s Keep the Good Times Rolling!

As we approach the end of another fantastic year, I 
want to thank everyone who has attended our events, 
volunteered their time, and helped make our region such 
a welcoming community. Your enthusiasm is what keeps 
our club active, engaging, and fun.

Keep an eye on the club calendar, sign up for upcoming 
events, and bring a fellow Porsche enthusiast along. 
After all, the best part of owning a Porsche is having 
people to share the experience with!

See you at the next event & happy motoring!

Vanessa
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For over a decade TuneRS has provided white-glove service & maintenance for all Porsches , vintage to 
contemporary. Our 5,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility in Coral Springs, Florida is equipped with the latest 
tooling, machinery, and technological updates direct from Porsche   to honor all of your service and performance 

requests. From air cooled and water cooled engine rebuilding and race vehicle fabrication to our outstanding
service department - we take pride in our work regardless of the task at hand.

PORSCHE  PERFORMANCE,
REPAIR & CUSTOMIZATION

TRS 2QT DEEP SUMP KIT

TRS BACKFLOW PREVENTER DIRECT OIL FEED

Looking to restore, repair or 
upgrade your Porsche   using only 
the best parts available? We have 

thousands of parts and 
accessories to choose from. 

Part sales, development, and
mmanufacturing for Porsche 

vehicles.

GENUINE AND AFTERMARKET 
PORSCHE   PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

AfterBefore

See the process in 
action at CryoDetail.com.

Our award-winning CryoDetail division is the premier 
original automotive dry ice preservation facility in 
North America. We have more than a decade of 

eexperience handling millions of dollars’ worth of exotic 
and rare vehicles. Internationally recognized and 

trusted by experts, collectors, and concours judges, 
we are pioneers in the industry who can take your 
vehicle to the next level of perfection. CryoDetail is 

the safest way to restore and preserve your
 vehicle’s mechanical components. 

The Evolution of Automotive Preservation

detailPRESERVATION
& RESTORATION
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End of Summer Getaway 2026: Cape Coral, Cars and Good Company

Labor Day weekend gave Gold Coast 
Region members one more chance to 
squeeze in a proper summer getaway, 
and Cape Coral proved to be a great 
choice.

Our 2026 End of Summer Getaway 
brought approximately 60 PCA members 
and around 30 Porsches to The Westin 
Cape Coral Resort at Marina Village for a 
relaxed weekend built around the things 
our club does best: driving, good food, 
plenty of conversation, and spending 
time with Porsche friends.

The weekend actually started on 
Friday for a number of members, with 
an organized group leaving Broward 
and heading across the state to Cape 
Coral. Once there, lunch at High Tide 
Social House provided an easy start to 
the weekend before everyone settled 
into the Westin and began catching up.

Saturday morning brought another 
organized drive from Broward, led by 
Michael Rezman. That group made its 
way across to Cape Coral and met up 
with the rest of the club at Pinchers, 
where approximately 60 members 

gathered for lunch. It was a great 
sight seeing the parking area fill with 
familiar cars and familiar faces, along 
with plenty of new ones.

After lunch, everyone made their way 
back to the Westin and settled into a 
very relaxed afternoon around Marina 
Village. Saturday evening continued 
with dinner at Gather, just steps from 
the hotel, where another large group 
of members came together for an 
evening of food, stories and plenty of 
Porsche conversation.

One of the nicest parts of these getaway 
weekends is that there is never a 
requirement to do everything as a group. 
Some members spent their time around 
the hotel and pool, others explored Cape 
Coral and the surrounding area, and on 
Sunday a number of members headed 
out on a dolphin-watching cruise.

The weather also played along 
remarkably well. Despite the usual 
South Florida summer concerns, we 
enjoyed excellent conditions for most 
of the weekend. A little rain on Sunday 
morning briefly interfered with pool 

plans, but certainly not enough to 
dampen the weekend.

What made the trip a success was 
not any one activity. It was the 
atmosphere. These weekends give 
members time to actually sit, talk 
and get to know one another beyond 
the usual few minutes at a cars-and-
coffee or monthly social.

A big thank-you goes to Vanessa 
Varela for helping organize the 
weekend and to everyone who made 
the drive across the state to join us.

Judging by the conversations, laughter 
and number of photographs taken, 
the End of Summer Getaway did 
exactly what it was supposed to do: 
give us one more memorable Porsche 
weekend together before summer 
disappeared into the rearview mirror.�n

Want to see more? 
Scan the QR code 
accompanying this 
article to view the full 
photo album from the 
weekend.

Article and photos by Ian Gerada
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Sometimes the most unforgettable journeys begin with something as simple as a Facebook post.

Our journey to the International 
Porsche Ladies Tour began when 
Rosi came across a post announcing 
something very special: the French 
Ladies were organizing their first 
International Porsche Ladies Tour. 
When Rosi showed it to Maria, she 
was intrigued. Then Maria saw where 
it would begin, Provence, in the South 
of France, and her response was 
immediate:

“We have to go!”

Maria has always been in love with 
France and Rosi with travel and 
Porsches. Maria loved the history, the 
fashion, the food, the countryside and 
that unmistakable French approach to 
enjoying life. The idea of experiencing 
Provence from behind the wheel of 
a Porsche, surrounded by women 
who shared our passion for these 
remarkable cars, was irresistible. The 
opportunity was then shared to see 
who else was interested.

Rada, sharing her love of travel and 
Porsches, decided to embark on this 
journey. What Rosi, Rada and Maria 
could not have known was that they 

were about to experience something 
far greater than a road rally. We were 
about to embark on a journey we 
would carry in our hearts forever.

From Paris to Provence

Rosi and Maria’s adventure began 
in Paris. From there, Rosi and Maria 
boarded the high-speed train south 
to Montélimar, while Rada arrived 
through Marseille. As the train carried 
Rosi and Maria from Paris and into the 
French countryside, the anticipation 
grew. By the time we reached the 
South of France, we felt as though we 
had stepped onto a movie set.

The light was different. The landscape 
was different. Everything seemed 
effortlessly beautiful.

Our home base in Montélimar was 
a charming hotel with ties to the 
Porsche Club in France. It had history 
and character—the kind of intimate 
European hotel that makes you feel 
connected to the place rather than 
simply visiting it.

But before we could meet the other 
women, Rosi and Maria had one very 

important stop to make. We needed 
our Porsche.

Meeting Our 911 GTS

At the Porsche Service Center in 
Montélimar, we were introduced 
to the car that would be ours for 
the week: a gray Porsche 911 GTS. 
Naturally, no great adventure begins 
without at least one complication. The 
administrative process was not quite 
as effortless as the Porsche itself. We 
encountered the usual setbacks with 
credit cards overseas and spent some 
time working through the details. 
Eventually, everything was resolved.

We climbed into the GTS, started the 
engine and drove away. Suddenly, 
none of the frustration mattered. We 
were in a 911 GTS, in the South of 
France, with the roads of Provence 
ahead of us. This was really 
happening. Next stop, pick up Rada. 
How many ladies fit in a 911 GTS?

“I Feel Like I’m in a Movie”

Our first drive took us toward the 
home of Phala, one of the leaders of 
the Porsche community in Provence. 

FROM THE MEMBERS
More Than a Rally: Our Journey from the South of France to Stuttgart
By Maria T. Santi, Rada Gaynullina, Rosi Borroto
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The drive was magical.

Lavender fields surrounded us. 
Beautiful countryside appeared around 
every turn. The road stretched ahead 
as the sound of the GTS became the 
soundtrack to our first experience of 
Provence.

I kept looking at Rosi and Rada and 
saying: “I feel like I’m in a movie.”

Then we arrived at Phala’s home 
and discovered that she lived in a 
magnificent 18th-century villa. At that 

point, even the movie comparison 
seemed inadequate. At the villa, 
we met the women organizing 
and leading the rally. They placed 
the rally emblems on our car and 
presented us with the special items 
we would carry throughout the week. 
It was also our first glimpse of the 
personalities that would make this 
journey so memorable. Each woman 
seemed to embody her own version 
of that effortless French spirit—the 
natural beauty, the elegance, the 
independence, the confidence and, 

yes, even the quintessential French 
woman who always seemed to 
have a cigarette in hand. They were 
individual, interesting and completely 
themselves. And we loved them 
immediately.

Aperol Spritzes and New Friendships

That evening, approximately 20 of 
us gathered for dinner at a beautiful 
bistro, “La Ferme Chapouton”, 
surrounded by nature and overlooking 
the castles of Provence.
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Aperol Spritzes appeared, 
conversations began, and strangers 
slowly became friends. The women 
participating in the rally had come 
from different regions of France, 
including Normandy, as well as 
Germany and Austria. What struck us 
immediately was the energy of the 
group. These women had positive 
attitudes, beautiful souls and engaging 
personalities. Everyone seemed 
genuinely interested in meeting one 
another and discovering what the 
coming days would bring. Once again, 
the setting felt cinematic: beautiful 
women, beautiful cars, a summer 
evening in Provence and glasses 
raised around a table. But the real 
magic wasn’t the scenery. It was the 
connection beginning to form among 
us.

Seventeen Porsches Take to the Road

It started with the sound every 
Porsche enthusiast knows by heart: 
a chorus of Porsche engines waking 
up in the early morning light of 
Montélimar, France. Over 30 ladies, 
17 Porsches, 7 Porsche Clubs, one 
shared passion, and a route that would 
take us through some of Europe’s 
most scenic roads and most iconic 
landmarks. The International Porsche 
Ladies Tour wasn’t just a drive; it was 
a celebration of freedom, friendship 
and the joy of being behind the wheel 
of a car you truly love. Our first major 
destination was Zurich, Switzerland.

The first day’s journey would ultimately 
take approximately ten hours with 

our stops, but when you are traveling 
through some of Europe’s most 
beautiful landscapes in a Porsche, 
time seems to work differently. One of 
our most memorable stops was along 
Lake Geneva, where we enjoyed lunch 
overlooking the water—fresh fish, 
potatoes and rosé wine.

The meals throughout this rally 
became more than stops for food. 
They were where friendships 
developed. Every table brought a new 
conversation, a new personality and 
another opportunity to learn about 
the women sharing this experience 
with us. Then we climbed back into 
our cars and continued around Lake 
Geneva toward Zurich.

Arrival in Zurich

By the time we reached Zurich, it was 
late.

We parked our Porsches together, 
and seeing the collection assembled 
after a full day on the road was 
magnificent—a mixture of 911s, other 
classic and modern Porsche models, 
Boxsters and an unforgettable air-
cooled Porsche driven by Christine. 
Christine became one of the great 
characters of our rally. She lived in a 
remote town in France and possessed 
the kind of genuine happiness that 
draws people toward her. She seemed 
always to be smiling. There was 
nothing pretentious about her. She 
simply loved her Porsche, loved driving 
and loved being part of the experience. 
Those were the personalities that 

transformed this rally from a driving 
event into something much more 
meaningful. Zurich was quiet by 
the time we arrived. We had dinner, 
talked about the day’s adventures 
and prepared for the next morning. 
Because our next destination was the 
one every Porsche enthusiast dreams 
about: Stuttgart.

Chasing the French Ladies to 
Stuttgart

We woke up the next morning 
particularly excited. We were headed 
to Germany and we could not wait to 
experience the Autobahn.

The highlights of Stuttgart were, 
of course, staying at the Radisson 
Porsche Design Tower, visiting the 
Porsche Museum and the Porsche 
Factory. Walking among the legends 
added meaning to every kilometer 
we had driven and the factory tour 
brought that story to life. Precision, 
choreography and human expertise 
working alongside advanced 
technology—it was impossible not to 
feel proud to be part of this brand’s 
community. Watching skilled Porsche 
factory experts hand-finish details 
and tailor each car to individual 
customer specifications gave us a new 
appreciation of what we drive, making 
us feel like ambassadors of a heritage 
we had seen from the inside.

That morning, as we were leaving, we 
spotted five Porsches taking off. There 
wasn’t much discussion. We jumped 
into the GTS and followed them. We 
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assumed we were following the entire 
group. We weren’t. We had managed 
to attach ourselves to only part of 
the rally. It turned out to be one of 
our best mistakes. Ahead of us were 
some of the French women we had 
befriended—and these ladies could 
drive. They were aggressive. They 
were fierce. They were fast. There was 
nothing leisurely about this women’s 
Porsche rally. These ladies had come 
to drive and Rosi and I were more than 
happy to follow. Eventually, we arrived 
at the home of Porsche.

Welcome to Porsche Country

Our accommodations in Stuttgart 
immersed us completely in the 
Porsche world. Walking through the 
hotel, everything seemed to have a 
Porsche connection—the artwork, 
the decorations, the details in the 
rooms and even elements of the 
dining experience. We walked through 
the halls taking it all in. We were in 
heaven. The following morning, we 
were going somewhere very special. 
The Porsche Museum and the Porsche 
factory.

Taking Over the Porsche Museum

The next morning, our Porsches 
formed a convoy through Stuttgart 
toward the Porsche Museum. Porsche 
had arranged for the rally cars to 
be displayed directly in front of the 
museum. One by one, we pulled into 
position. It was a proud moment. 
These cars had traveled with us 
from the South of France, through 

Switzerland and into Germany. Now 
they stood together in front of one 
of the most important places in the 
Porsche world.

During our visit, we were also 
fortunate enough to meet a leader in 
the international Porsche women’s 
community, and an official Porsche 
photographer captured our group and 
some of the wonderful moments we 
shared. For three members of Ladies 
n Porsches and the Porsche Club of 
America who had traveled from the 
United States, it was an extraordinary 
experience.

The Human Touch Behind a Porsche

Our tour of the Porsche factory gave 
us an entirely new appreciation for 
the 911. The precision involved in 
manufacturing these cars is almost 
impossible to describe until you 
witness it firsthand. Every customer’s 
individual selections were carefully 
organized. Each car moved from 
station to station in sequence, with 
workers knowing precisely which 
components and specifications 
belonged to each vehicle. During the 

tour, we learned about the different 
stages and timing involved in 
assembling the body and eventually 
“marrying” the car to its engine. The 
process was fascinating. But what 
impressed us most was how much 
human touch remains behind these 
sophisticated machines. We visited 
the upholstery section and saw the 
craftsmanship that goes into the 
interiors. We learned that beautiful 
embroidered details are created by 
hand. Suddenly, something I had seen 
countless times inside a Porsche had 
an entirely different meaning. We tend 
to think about Porsche in terms of 
engineering, horsepower, handling and 
performance. Yet standing inside the 
factory reminded us that behind the 
technology are people, craftspeople 
using their hands, their experience 
and their attention to detail to create 
something that eventually becomes 
deeply personal to its owner. After that 
visit, we knew we would never look at 
the interior of a 911 quite the same 
way again.
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Fred Kohly and his wife, Lucy, 
have been married for 46 years — 
“obviously, we married young,” 
he jokes. Together they raised four 
children who now live across the 
country, from New York City to
Nashville, Tennessee, to Dana Point, 
California. 

The real attraction in visiting those 
cities is family, particularly their six 
grandchildren, ranging in age from
2 to 11. Spending time with them, 
he says, “is the most exciting 
part of it all.”

Born in Cuba, Fred and his family were 
fortunate enough to escape just in 
time — literally by one day. His
father was a well-known real estate 
owner and developer, and the family 
fled just before the authorities
came looking for him. Under the new 
government, private property was 
being seized and those who
opposed the regime were being 
targeted.

The family arrived in Key West 
basically homeless and began 
rebuilding.

“What a ride it has been,” he says. 
“We are beyond grateful for the 
opportunities this country has given
us. GO USA!”

After a rewarding career in finance, 
he is now enthusiastically retired. 
Along the way, he formed lifelong
friendships with many remarkable 
people — including quite a few 
Porsche friends.

Ah Yes, Porsche!
Over the years, he has owned a dozen 
or more Porsches and wishes he could 
have kept them all. Today,
the garage consists of three very dif-
ferent examples: a 1973 911S in Bahia 
Red with a black interior, a
1965 356 SC in Metallic Silver with a 
wine-colored interior, and a 2018 991.2 
GTS in silver with a black
interior.

The ’73 911S
The 1973 911S is a special car, with 
limited production of 915 coupes for 
U.S. delivery. He purchased it in
2026 from a gentleman in Houston 
with the help of fellow Club members 
Mike Joffee and Lou Gonzalez,
both experts in early Porsches and 

experienced Concours judges.
The ’73 belongs to the generation 
commonly known as the “long-hood” 
or “short-bumper” 911S. Remarkably, 
he bought the car sight unseen after 
several conversations with the owner.

“Sometimes you can just tell from 
talking to someone that you’re dealing 
with a straight-up person. I had
that feeling about him.”

What really gave him confidence was 
that the seller had already trailered the 
car approximately 230 miles
to Ed Mayo in the Dallas area, 
widely regarded as an authority on 
early 911s. As fate would have it, 
Mayowas also a good friend of 
Mike Joffee.

After the purchase, the car went back 
to Mayo’s shop to be sorted before 
being delivered to Miami in
great shape.

The Accidental 356 SC
The 1965 356 SC came into his life almost by accident.

In 2010, he stopped by his friend Luis Gill’s Porsche shop and noticed a 
356 sitting in one of the bays. The owner had brought it in to be sorted before 
selling it after the car had spent more than ten years sitting in a garage.

He casually mentioned that he might be interested, and the two soon worked 
out a deal. It was still in the shadow of the 2008–2009 financial crisis, and there 
weren’t many people eager to buy an old Porsche. “Needless to say, it worked 
out pretty well for me.”

Interestingly, the seller had acquired it somewhat by accident himself, spotting 
the 356 with a “For Sale” sign at a Jacksonville gas station. He kept driving, 
couldn’t get it out of his mind, and eventually turned around. He owned it for 
more than 20 years and kept extensive documentation going back through the
two previous owners.

The 356 doesn’t get driven as often as Fred would like, but when it does, 
it attracts attention everywhere it goes. At stoplights, people roll down their 
windows to ask about it, and, when parked outside a restaurant, it often draws 
its own small crowd.

“My wife is a good sport about it,” he says.

It’s also genuinely rare. Only about 528 examples of the 356 SC coupe 
were produced in 1965.

FINDING GOLD
He’s a Porsche guy; he teaches, judges, knows Porsches — and, 
most importantly, drives them!
Member feature by Fred Kohly
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The GTS — The One You Can Drive Anywhere

“I wanted something more than an S, but not quite as 
uncomfortable on the road as a GT3. The GTS fits
that role perfectly. You can drive it every day, take it on 
long trips, and when you want to get up and go,
it’s a beast.”

Before the GTS, he owned a Cayman GT4. He loved the 
car but found the road and tire noise tiring on
long trips and the gearing better suited to the track.
Then there was the color: Speed Yellow.

“I loved it and hated it. It was a great-looking car, 
but every kid on the block wanted to race you!”
For his next Porsche, he wanted something less 
noticeable. His brother Eddie located the GTS at a
Porsche dealership in Jacksonville, while friend 
Tony Fernandez of Lucky Driver negotiated the deal.
“I love the car — and it’s a little less noticeable!”

PCA, Racing and Learning to Drive
Fred joined PCA in 1989 after buying his first Porsche,  
a Guards Red Carrera Targa with a linen interior.
Before long, he discovered the racing side of PCA and 
became addicted to track events for roughly a
decade. The Targa eventually gave way to other 
Porsches — along with a seemingly endless supply of
tires and brakes. More importantly, he became 
a much better driver.

“The exhilaration of driving on a racetrack at speed while 
being completely in control is difficult to describe. Those 
were some of the most enjoyable times of my life.”

He still gets on the track occasionally, but today one 
of his greatest pleasures is teaching at PCA track
events and helping other drivers develop their skills.

Over the years, he has participated in practically every 
aspect of Porsche Club life, from autocross and track 
events to social gatherings and Porsche Parades. 
Then came another addiction — Concours.

Learning to Lose Before Learning to Win
He started showing cars locally and eventually progressed 
to state, regional and national competition. “My first show 
was a disaster! I learned how to lose long before I learned 
how to win.”

With experience — and considerable help from fellow 
Club members — things changed. Eventually, he won three 
national Concours events at Porsche Parades with three 
different cars. 

That success led PCA National to ask him to become a 
Concours judge. He attended the seminars, became 
certified and began judging. 

“It’s a lot of fun, extremely competitive, and yes — 
I absolutely consider it a sport!”

It’s Really About the People
These days, he particularly enjoys driving with close 
friends to destinations such as the Florida Keys, Naples, 
Ave Maria and Everglades City, along with local Cars & 
Coffee events. 

“When you’re with good friends who know how to drive, it’s 
an absolute blast. The friendships and camaraderie are a 
big part of what makes it so enjoyable.” 

After decades of PCA membership, that sense of 
community may be what he values most: people from 
different walks of life coming together through a shared 
enthusiasm for Porsche.

“The greatest thing about our Club is the incredible 
number of people who volunteer their time, energy and 
resources for the benefit of everyone else.” 

After nearly four decades as a PCA member, 
he has a simple message: 

“To our Club leaders, I salute you and offer a big thank-
you. And to all our members, it’s remarkable how a 
common interest in these cars can bring so many 
different people together and create friendships that last 
for years.” 

For Fred, the cars are extraordinary machines, but the 
people and experiences surrounding them have made the 
journey even better.

The GTS
“I wanted something more 
than an S...”

“Stay safe, keep driving, and 

I’ll see you at the next Cars & Coffee!”
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FROM THE DRIVER’S SEAT
The Importance and Duties of Corner Workers at a PCA Driver Education Event

Dan Doyle, DE instructor

At a Porsche Club of America (PCA) 
Driver Education (DE) event, much of the 
attention naturally focuses on the drivers, 
their instructors and the cars circulating 
on the track. Behind the scenes, however, 
an equally important group of people 
help make the event safe and organized: 
the corner workers. Positioned around 
the circuit, corner workers are the eyes 
and ears of the event control team. Their 
observations, communications and quick 
responses are essential to maintaining a 
safe learning environment for everyone on 
track.

Corner workers are stationed at designated 
locations around the track, usually at or 
near each corner. From these vantage 
points, they can see portions of the track 
that may not be visible to the drivers, 
instructors, or control personnel. Their 
primary responsibility is to monitor what is 
happening on the track and communicate 
important information to the appropriate 
people. They watch for incidents, disabled 
or stopped cars, debris, fluid spills, 
changing track conditions, and other 
situations that could affect the safety of 
drivers and workers.

One of the most visible duties of a corner 
worker is the use of flags. Flags provide 
drivers with immediate information 
about conditions ahead. A yellow flag, 
for example, warns drivers of a situation 
requiring caution, such as a stopped or 
disabled vehicle or an incident. Drivers 
are expected to respond appropriately 
by slowing down and exercising caution. 
Other flags may communicate different 
conditions, including the need to give 
particular attention to a specific situation or 
the end of a session. Because drivers may 
have only seconds to recognize and react 
to a flag, the corner worker must display it 
clearly and correctly.

Corner workers also play an important role 
when an incident occurs. If a car leaves the 
driving surface, spins, stops, or becomes 
disabled, the corner worker immediately 
observes the situation and communicates 
what has happened. Depending on the 
circumstances, this information may 
be relayed to the control station, safety 
personnel or other corner stations. The 
corner worker may also report whether the 
driver appears to be okay, whether the car is 
in a dangerous location, and whether debris 
or fluids are present on the track.

Another important responsibility is 
identifying changing track conditions. Oil, 
coolant, water, dirt, gravel, or pieces of a 
damaged vehicle can create significant 
hazards for following drivers. Corner 
workers are often the first people to 
recognize these hazards. They can 
communicate the location and nature of the 
problem so that appropriate warnings can 
be given and the track can be inspected or 
cleaned before normal activity resumes.

Corner workers also monitor driver 
behavior and help enforce the event’s 
safety standards. PCA DE is an educational 
environment and not a racing competition. 
Drivers are expected to follow the event’s 
rules, respond appropriately to flags, 
maintain situational awareness, and drive 
within their abilities. If a corner worker 
observes a concerning situation, the 
information can be communicated to event 
control for appropriate action. This helps 
instructors and event officials address 
potential problems before they become 
more serious.

Communication is therefore one of the 
corner workers’ most important skills. 
A corner worker must remain attentive 
throughout the session, accurately interpret 
what is happening, and communicate 
useful information quickly. At the same 

time, the worker must avoid unnecessary 
distractions and remain focused on the 
track. Good corner workers are observant, 
disciplined and calm, particularly when an 
incident occurs.

Corner workers also work as part of a 
larger safety system. They do not operate 
independently. Information from individual 
stations is combined with observations 
from other corner stations, instructors, 
event control, emergency personnel and 
other members of the PCA DE team. This 
coordinated system allows the event 
organizers to make informed decisions 
about whether a session should continue, 
be slowed or be stopped.

For drivers, understanding the role of corner 
workers is important. A flag station is not 
simply a place where someone waves flags. 
It represents a critical communication 
point between the driver and the event’s 
safety organization. Drivers should actively 
look for corner stations, know where they 
are located, understand the meaning of 
the flags being displayed, and respond 
immediately and appropriately.

Ultimately, corner workers help provide 
the foundation for a safe and successful 
PCA Driver Education event. Their work 
may receive less attention than the cars 
on the track, but their contribution is 
indispensable. By watching the circuit, 
communicating changing conditions, 
displaying flags, reporting incidents and 
supporting the event’s safety procedures, 
corner workers help ensure that drivers 
can concentrate on learning, improving 
their skills, and enjoying their Porsche in 
a controlled environment. For every driver 
participating in PCA DE, recognizing and 
respecting the work of the corner workers 
is an important part of being a responsible 
participant on the track. 

Dan
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kmwmotorsports.com

From The Street To Full Trackside & Race Support, KMW Motorsports Has Over 
30 years Of Expierence In Building, Racing & Servicing All Models Of Porsche Cars

• General Service Work
• Brakes, Tires, Tune Ups
• Engine Rebuilding
• Transmission Rebuilding
• Suspension Setup
• Chassis Dyno Tuning
•• Tech Inspections
• In House Machine Shop

Specializing In

3331 NE 6th Ter, Pompano Beach, FL 33064

www.facebook.com/KMWMotorsports

(Phone) 561-392-3020  (Fax) 561 392 3480
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One Last Sunset Together

That evening, we dressed in white 
and pink for our final rendezvous. We 
gathered on a rooftop overlooking 
a vineyard as the sun began to set. 
Once again, Aperol Spritzes were 
in our hands. By now, the drink had 
practically become part of the rally. 
We shared stories and laughter with 
our new friends and members of the 
Porsche Club community in France.

Awards were presented to some 
of the fastest ladies on the rally, an 
appropriate ending for a group of 
women who had demonstrated all 
week that they knew exactly what their 
Porsches could do. But beneath the 
celebration was a realization none of 
us particularly wanted to acknowledge. 
It was time to begin saying goodbye. 
Only days earlier, most of us had 
been strangers. Now it was difficult to 
imagine that the journey was almost 
over. Rada would be continuing to 
Portugal, while Rosi and I would 
eventually make our way back toward 
Paris and then Miami, but Provence 
had one final gift waiting for us.

One Last Night at the Truffle Farm

We eventually had to return our 911 
GTS to Montélimar, but the timing 
meant we could not return the car that 
evening. Phala graciously invited us 
to stay at her 18th-century villa. After 
approximately three hours on the 
road, we arrived back at the beautiful 

truffle farm where our adventure 
had begun. Almost immediately, we 
were invited to participate in a truffle 
tasting with German visitors staying 
at the property. We met the adorable 
truffle-hunting Labradors and learned 
about the generations of tradition 
behind Aimé Truffe. Then we tasted 
the truffles. Later, our hosts prepared 
a homemade dinner, allowing us to 
experience even more truffles and 
truffle oil while sharing stories around 
the table. It was the type of experience 
you cannot manufacture or schedule. 
Our hosts shared how they came to 
love Porsches and told us about each 
of the four Porsches sitting in their 
driveway and garage.

As members of the Porsche Club of 
America, participating in this rally 
alongside the French ladies opened 
our eyes to culture, beauty, different 
ways of life and some of the most 
interesting personalities we could ever 
have hoped to meet. Most importantly, 
it gave us friendships that will last 
a lifetime. We arrived as Porsche 
enthusiasts. Somewhere along the 
roads between Montélimar and 
Stuttgart, we became friends.

Rosi, Rada and I found ourselves 
in a magical place, experiencing 
something none of us could have 
imagined when we first said yes to 
this journey. There were glamorous 
moments and funny ones. There 
were long drives, wrong turns, credit-

card problems, hotels without air 
conditioning and even a bug bite or 
two. But those imperfections made 
the experience ours because this trip 
wasn’t about perfection; it was about 
living. Our factory tour taught us that 
despite all of Porsche’s extraordinary 
technology, engineering and precision, 
there is still a human touch behind 
every car.

This was more than a drive. In just 4 
nights and 3 days, the tour covered 
5 cities, countless landscapes and 
a spectrum of experiences: from 
lavender fields in Provence and rosé 
under the sun, to Lake Geneva villages, 
the Alpine mountain roads and the 
beating heart of Porsche in Stuttgart.

But the real story was the ladies, each 
with her own journey into the world 
of Porsche. We all came together to 
create something bigger than a road 
trip. It was about building friendships 
that will last long after the engines 
are switched off. And it was about 
freedom, the feeling of taking the 
wheel of a car that amplifies our 
personalities.

For every Porsche enthusiast 
reading this, the message is simple: 
a Porsche is more than a car. In the 
right company, on the right roads, it 
becomes a story you write one curve, 
one city and one shared moment at a 
time. It became our story and we were 
lucky enough to live it.� n
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WWW.WINECOUNTRYMOTORSPORTS.COM

TOP QUALITY BRANDS · TRAINED SAFETY PROFESSIONALS · LARGEST COMBINED INVENTORY · ESTABLISHED 1992

Established 1992

SONOMA RACEWAY
(800) 708-RACE

JUPITER, FL
(866) 320-FAST

SEBRING INT’L RACEWAY
(863) 655-7777

ENGLEWOOD, CO
(800) 251-8917

Hybrid S
Head & Neck Restraint
Only FIA Certified Restraint 
compatible with 3pt harness. 
Great for passengers/coaches.

CALL FOR YOUR SPECIAL PCA CLUB DISCOUNT

TRAC-COM Intercom
Designed for Driver-
Passenger Communication

Full duplex, driver and passenger can hear 
themselves and each other all the time.
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TECH CORNER
The 959 Part 2 in America
Story and photos by Pedro P. Bonilla, Suncoast PCA, tech writer

In a previous issue we discussed the 
beginnings of the 959 as well as its 
technical advances and immediate 
racing successes.

Now we’ll tell you the rest of the story.

The 959 was never meant to be a 
street car and certainly not a California 
car to be driven on normal city roads.

Two years after the Gruppe B 
appeared at the Frankfurt Auto 
Show (1983), Porsche announced 
the introduction of the 959 with a 
production of 200 cars to homologate 
the model for competition.

Even at the price of $250,000, all of the 
cars were quickly spoken for.

When the U.S. Department of 
Transportation requested four cars to 
crash-test, Porsche said no. Without 
approval from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
the 959 could not be sold nor driven 
on US soil.

Two of the first buyers of the 959 were 
Microsoft co-founders Bill Gates and 
Paul Allen. News of the banning of the 
959 in America was not well accepted 
by the pair who decided to ship their 
cars to the West Coast anyway. Their 
contraband was soon discovered and 
impounded and reportedly confined to 
a California warehouse for more than 
a decade.

With no way to lawfully enjoy their 
959s at home, some wealthy US 
owners decided that changing the law 
was what they’d do. 

In 1990 a Seattle-based company 
called Vehicle Technologies, Inc. 
launched an attempt to import the 959 
and have it approved for the USA, an 
effort that was quickly thwarted.

Several years later, a group called The 
Special Vehicle Coalition engaged in 
discussions regarding proposed new 
legislation that would allow cars of 
note that were never sold new in the 
USA to be imported as individually 
owned show exhibits.

This costly and lengthy campaign 
finally paid off in 1998 with the arrival 
of the “Show and Display” (S&D) Law 
which permits significant cars such as 
the 959 to be driven on US roads for 
up to 2,500 miles per year.

S&D, however, did not exempt the 
cars from having to be emissions 
compliant. Suggested grammar only: 
“The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) requires vehicles less than 21 
years old used on US roads to meet air 
emissions standards for the year of 
manufacture.

So, making a 959 compliant was 
not going to be easy, especially in 
California.

For starters, the 959 never had 
catalytic converters nor was its 
Motronic’s brain programmed to 
recognize an oxygen sensor (although 
the car was built with the wiring 
harness and bung for a sensor). 
Reportedly a few factory retrofit kits 
were made available but it’s difficult to 
know if that’s true or not.

The first company to gain NHTSA and 
EPA approval for a Porsche 959 under the 
S&D legislation was G&K in Santa Ana, 
CA. They partnered with GIAC, a developer 
of vehicle software, and the first 959 
was certified in September 2001. It took 
almost $50,000 of work to do it.

But because the 959 had its engine 
derived from the 935/76 race car 
which later also powered the 956 and 
962C to victories at the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans, there were those who hoped for 
more from the newly certified 959 than 
just clean/green performance. Enter 
Bruce Canepa, a California racer who 
became a Porsche fanatic. In 1988 
he purchased a 959, which he thinks 
to this day, is one of the best – if not 
the best – all-around sports cars ever 
made. He also believed that the 959 
had some additional performance 
potential built-in. He figured that it 
was good for 600 hp so he set out to 
modify the 959 to make 600 hp while 
still hitting the EPA emissions targets.
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Based in Scotts Valley, CA, Canepa 
Design changed their 959s from a 
sequential-turbo setup to a twin-turbo 
operation using Garrett turbochargers. 
They installed new engine management 
systems and new exhausts which 
included catalytic converters. Two 
versions were prepared: A Phase 1 
making 575 hp and a Phase 2 making 
640 hp. They also offered a suspension 
package with tuned dampers and 
titanium coil springs plus a new clutch 
and pedal assembly to improve feel. 
The original wheels were modified to 

accommodate 245/45R17 front and 
275/40R17 rear Michelin Pilot Sport2 
rubber.

Nowadays, though, the 959 can be 
used in the USA with no certification 
other than the S&D Certificate. This is 
because the EPA requirements expired 
once the 959 turned 2z1 years old. 
A total of 337 cars were built before 
production shut down in 2009.

Most of the 959s in America were 
modified to comply with the existing 
regulations, but after 2010 a few 

factory-original 959s have come to 
America.

For more information on the Porsche 
959 and more, please visit my website: 
www.PedrosGarage.com

Happy Porsche’ing, 

Pedro
Photos of a freshly imported 959 
getting a new clutch

©2021 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Kassette Advertising 
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          	 Full Page  (Inside Cover) 	 $260	  

Ads are prepaid and may be paid quarterly, semi-annually or 
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15 Years of Porsche Excellence
Enhance - Protect - Restyle

At First Class Autosports , we don’t 
sell Porsches -  we protect them.

For 15 years, our craft has remained 
focused on one purpose - 
Preserving the legacy of Porsche 
throught expert protection and 
surface perfection.
We are a specialized studio We are a specialized studio 
dedicated exclusively to PPF,  paint 
correction and ceramic coating for 
the most discerning owners in 
Miami.
It is all we do - and we do it at the 
highest level.

PPF | Paint Preparation | Ceramic coating | Paint Maintenance

(786) 268-7501 | info@@rstclassautosports.com

First Class Autosports has had the
privilege of caring for some of the 
most exclusive Porsche Models in 
Miami.
From legendary classic to modern 
hyper-performance icons, our 
expertise ensures that every expertise ensures that every Porsche
we touch remains as breathtaking as
the day it left Stuttgart.

Every detail matters.
Every project
is personal.
 

Scan to check us out!

5820 Commerce Lane, South Miami, 33143
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Christy Spangler, photo editor

PHOTO
FINISH

Hamed Rodriguez sent in this photo of his 2018 Porsche GT3, which has 
approximately 10,300 miles. This picture was taken in Vermont this October. Six 
friends, along with Hamed, shipped their cars to drive those twisty roads. 

Hamed took this photo with an iPhone.

Did you take an awesome picture of your Porsche? 
Send it with a caption to Photo Finish: gcr.photofinish@gmail.com
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851 Jupiter Park Lane, Unit B, Jupiter, FL 33458
561 406 4000 | Info@K2Motorcars.com

Conveniently Located Off I-95

Porschephiles Welcome
Join our mailing list for invite-only events hosted by K2 Motorcars

30,000 Sq Ft Storage Facility • Modesta Certified • Climate Controlled • Dust-free
24/7 Security • Sales & Brokerage Services • Collection Management • Ceramic Coating & PPF

Die Porsche Kassette
8350 Black Olive Drive
Tamarac, FL 33321


